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NO MORE GREEN LIGHTS
T0 THE RED LIGHT INDUSTRY!

- ]

Yesterday Ross
Eastgate wrote that
counclllors should
stay out of morals
|ssues, But Ken
Vernon arguesthat
everything that goes
on in our'town is
BVEryane’s concem
and that moral
standards are
necessary'

OTIING gets peaple as
NTmi under the collar as
| W ser — waless ik ds 44
hoons, bmi that, thank goodness
fend thankys fo all iké people
whowrore in offening io drag me

around the Dloek beohind their

AX4y next dme it foods), was
lastweele's Crosslive masue.

This weelk it i¢ihe susgestion
by Gold Coast Ciiy conacillar
Rob Melhoek that he form an
anti-sleazs Lasidorce with athsr
Tike-minded Queensland caun-
cillovs (o protest against pro-
posals by the Crime aund Mis-
crmduet Commission hat, if
adopled, wonld ‘liberalise™ (he
adull entertaimment industry.

Good. om him s whal 7 say.
Li"s aboul tune someone said
‘enouzh is encusgh’.

Like my. like-mmdeéd eol-
league wrate of himselF yester-
day, 1:am far from a prude when
it comes 1o whal is euphamis-
tically termed the ‘aduil enler
pdiaent industey’,

However, | sisp with some
srepidation info tius. minefield,

the frst pewspapermen whis did

Il 's¢ and whe eu;?:_d wp payiig a
hell of 2 price, .

o If was way back m 1835 that
thg editor af The Ballarar &
ene Henry Seekump. said
enough is enough when hé el

cised szloon daocer Lola

Muontez fos her ‘spider dunce’ in

which she would shake her petti-

coats in order o dislodge a
muke-believe spider— inihe pro-
cess shawing a shapely ankle,

Lovely Lole lémsnded &
public meeting to discass the
issue. but when (he naive ilenry
tarited 1y Lela set aboul him
with 2 Horsewlap, 1o the delight
of the erowd who no doubt
thought publicly whipping a
jommalist was Even better enfer-

all too aware of ths fars afoneof

tainment than the sprder dance]

But tiere comes a time wheo
any right-miwdad persomr mivust
say that-enough is vnough and T
agrée with risli-mindod Rob
ihat that Gme has come.

1 grew up in the wild. wild
*$0s (which, unfortunatély, were
pretty lame for me) and T think
the love-child geuerafion got it
prétiy right when they came iip
with the defimition of lie atluit
tnfertzinment ‘ndusiy. as any-
thing gariied on between ‘con~
senting adulls m privais.

That said, there we always
going to be those who pither
have to or want to pay for ther
pleasure and (hal is (heis right —
right up Lo the puini where it
begins to impinge on the right of
ofhers not 16 beé contronted with
what (hey think 1§ wrong, it you
iollow me,

There are two isspes to the
so-called ‘ecawncillor sleaze pa-
ttol that need to be discussed.
Firstly is it ‘zny-concern of Cr
Mnlhoek wiio dees: what in the
Coast enignginment preeinet!

Sceondly; is lie rght {hai the

&ffect of any legislation will b

that earte blanche rules?

First things frst. It is the
Aght of ANY Gold Coaster o
profest againsi what he ot she
Thinks goey againdi iheir individ-

O ths right track . .

, Gr Bob Mothoak

wal sense of vight or wrong, or
thal is against the cemmon
good, ur is just plain immoral.

Not anly does'a city conmcil-
Jor also have (hat dght, bul as a
person who. Wopefully, was
clected to public office on the
basis of rheir beliefs, his an OB-
LIGATION to speak anif:

That gives the voiing pulilicc
Lhe chanee tovote for oragainst
ihem on the basis ol what they
truly belisve (bloc members
plvase take note), sind aeree with
him or not,-€r Malkeek has at
least had the gumptian o come
oul gnd take a stund.

Agdressing the second point
is harder. because a lat of con-
firsing $tuli has been weilten
abont the CMC propesals.

1n the preanible ia the pro-
posals the CMC points oul
rather superflugusly, it ‘ive
adult entertainment has devel-
uped and diversified gyeaily over
the past decadie and now mcor-
porales pérfommances that go
well beyand the traditienal con-
capt of a striptease show'.

The CMC madea (otal of 29
recominendations and, as yon
miglit €xpect. most of {Hese rep-
resent goad common sense and
logical vésponses to changing
circumsiances in the ndusty,

The problem is that whil the

legal adull enterfiinment is. ag-
cording ta {he OMC, already
well regulared, ibe legal sector
atcannis tor only aboul: 20 per
ceni of the total mdusizy. )

The main thnisi of the CMC
proposals ix to draw ihat “illegal” l‘
80 per cenl under s nmbrella
of regulation. )

Noihing wrong with thay, is
thers? Well, like many thmgs.
the devil iy in the deiail. so it
depends on Thuy’ that B0 per
cent is drawa in (hal cyonts, and
this 15 where protesters like Rob
Molhosk come in,

Fhe sad fact s that hjluﬁ
litigious soviety mithirig s illeg:
m:ﬁ it is specifically dgemed io
be illegal, ualike (he past where
everything that wasn't legal was
deemad to be illegal, which
made liw enforeement much
casier amid Simplern

‘For Instance, while ihere has
been an uproar aboul Sugges-
tHons that “genital xslf-
peiieiration’ and other graphic
farms of sexnal titillation would
be:legalised under the wew pro-
posalk, the fEet i5—as the CMC
points ot — ‘there is coirently
‘no legal prohibifinn-zgainst live
‘acly of%zzj!ai selfpeneirafion in
Quoeensland, so lang as they are
oot tarried out o a place o
whith the public is permilted
[0 haveiavéess and are npt done
with infeni ‘to fasult or offend
the viewer',

The CMC spiutivn is hs
standard bureaucralic yulntion—
simply, allow such acts to fake
place i licensed veaues,

In other wirds, anythieg goes
provided everyone nays iax on'it;
and moral standards he damned.

M s this, ‘iomoral’ solutibn
which Cr Maolhock and many
nihers think s wrong.

Tihey helievi ihal not-enly do
these acts demean ihe women
who earry them vot anid the men
who payito wateh, bui society av
i whole. I you think about it, it
i dilficuli to’ disagree.

“There is another. mate prag-
matic feason fa veihink the
‘garte hlanchie’ soliiidn.

History shows (hat low-grade
sTeaze shows — lazed or aof —
gftraci the lowest common
dennmimztois of sny seciely and
previncts thal offer such “enter-
fainmenl’ sgon become no-go
areas for devent families and
law-abiding holidey-makars. ol
the kind that aye the Gold
Coast’s bread, butter and jam.
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